NOTICE OF DECISION UNDER REGULATION 32 
FILM POSTERS 

VIDEO CASSETTE CASE 


TO: The Film and Video Labelling Body Inc. 

PO Box 2627 
Ponsonby 
Auckland 


Pursuant to regulation 32 of the Films, Videos, and Publications Classification Regulations 1994 the film 
poster entitled: 

Private Stories 9 

is Not Approved. 


if approval refused, the reasons for the decision: 

The video cassette case is not approved on account of text on the back cover which refers to, in 
sexually explicit terms, burglars having sex with their 'victim', presumably a woman. There is also 
a photograph of a man wearing a stocking over his head. There is a strong implication that men 
have happened upon a woman during a robbery and have forced her into having sex with them. 
Such a scenario implies sexual coercion and possibly sexual violence. It also implies that burglary 
could have sexually exciting outcomes. The video cassette case is sexually explicit, designed to 
both arouse the viewer and advertise the associated feature. Therefore the cassette case presents 
a threatening and potentially violent sexual situation as arousing and attractive to an audience, in a 
manner that makes its availability likely to be injurious to the public good. 

Consideration has been given to the provisions of the New Zealand Bill of Rights Act 1990. 
However, given the way in which the slick associates sexually arousing material with burglary and 
possible sexual violence, the cassette case would be likely to be classified as objectionable if it 
were submitted under si3(1) of the Films, Videos, and Publications Classification Act 1993. 
Therefore, Regulation 28(3)(a) of the Films, Videos, and Publications Classification Regulations 
1994 requires the Classification Office to not approve the cassette case; a limitation that is 
inconsistent with, and overrides, the right to freedom of expression. 


Date: 28 October 1999 


For the Classification Office (signed): 


OFLCRef: 9901708 
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